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Town of Plymouth

Planning Board Meeting
Plymouth Town Hall

Plymouth, NH 03264
June 19, 2014
                               FINAL 7-3-14
MEMBERS PRESENT:
John Randlett (Vice Chair), John Kelly, Paul Wilson, Jack Scarborough, Neil McIver (Select Board Rep. Alt.), Bob Dragon (Alt.), Mike Ahern (Chair) arrived later and took over chairmanship. Bill Bolton (excused). 
OTHERS PRESENT:
Sharon Penney, Plymouth Town Planner
CALL TO ORDER:
John Randlett called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members was completed.
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:

           None

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
Public Presentation by Geoff Sewake of North Country Council on the recent draft report on the Tenney Mountain Corrdor Study Update.
Public Hearing Opened

· Geoff Sewake spoke to the most recent study conducted by North Country Council. He noted they focused on traffic and crash due to an increase in traffic on TMH. They also provided recommendation to the boards regarding town ordinance changes. The following are their recommendations:
· Future traffic studies include the sections of Route 25 east of Walmart, Route 25 west of Smith Bridge Road and Highland Street south of Hannaford.
· The Town have a hydrology study conducted for the sections of the Corridor from the Traffic Circle to Highland Street.
· The Town adopt and amend its current regulatory documents. 
· The Town have a feasibility study conducted to determine whether or not a roundabout or lit traffic signal would improve the safety of the intersection at Smith Bridge Road and the TMH.
· The Town encourage shared access roads for parcels on both sides of TMH.
· An engineering study be conducted and coordinate with Plymouth State and general public to address the feasibility of a system of pedestrian and bicycle pathways. 
· The Town improve the Plymouth State Shuttle system for shuttle stops along TMH.
· The state and Town enter into a Memorandum of Understanding.
· Mary Crowley asked for more of a description of frontage roads.
· Geoff Sewake stated that a frontage road is a road that runs parallel with a main highway or a road connecting parking lots.
· John Kelly stated his concerns of losing space if a frontage road is put in. He also noted that he believes Lowes already completed a hydrology study, which was one of North Country Councils recommendations. He stated his concerns for having such strict rules for some projects and that Plymouth State University has no restrictions.
· Geoff Sewake noted that he cannot really speak to the restrictions on one but not on Plymouth State University. He feels we need to look towards the future for tax base businesses. He asked for the Board to go through his recommendations and see which ones work and do not work for the town.
· Doug Grant of Transit Central stated that he believes it is PSU that would have to decide on what they want to do with their public transportation especially with the fact that they close this down when the university is not in session.
· Geoff Sewake stated that he chose PSU transportation due to the fact that it is already in service and that the town would have to engage them in advertising this and extending their hours. He noted that it would be far too expensive for the town to create their own system.
· Patsy Kendall from Transit Central stated her concerns about PSU being on board with this. She feels they have had other opportunities to get on board with this and they have not done so. She noted that Keene, Durham & Hanover universities have worked with their towns to form a city/town wide transportation system. Her real concern is low income and elderly housing transportation.
· Geoff Sewake stated that maybe someone should contact these towns and see how they approached the universities regarding transportation.
· The lady and gentleman from the audience believe looking into grants might make the transition into this easier for the town and PSU.
· Mary Crowley asked if the hydrology study from ten to twelve years ago would be sufficient now.
· Geoff Sewake stated that his recommendation was for a current hydrology study and more global.
· Neil McIver noted that anyone developing a lot of one acre or more has to with and be approved by the EPA.  He feels this would address a lot of concerns.
· Sharon Penney stated they are looking for an overview snapshot for the hydrology study.
· Geoff Sewake noted that this global snapshot hydrology study would help to understand what areas on TMH are more apt to flood where as other areas the hydrology would not change. 
· John Kelly noted his concerns with the cooperation of PSU regarding the transportation.
· Mike Ahern noted that he was at the 2-3 hour presentation. He stated that the presentation was quite extensive regarding the changes of the river on the TMH corridor and that they learned a lot that night. 
· Mary Crowley stated that it was a nice presentation, but they left out a major flood in the study. She feels the board should have an engineer look it over and see if it is accurate. She also feels there have been a lot of climate changes as well as floods and a new study might be needed due to this.
Public Hearing Closed
· John Randlett closed the public  hearing. 
· Mike Ahern took over the duties of chair at 7:15pm.
CORRESPONDENCE:

None
UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS:

· Sharon Penney asked for the NCC surveys returned as soon as possible as they are due. She noted she has copies if they lot theirs.
· Mike Ahern brought forward a motion. The chairman may add, change or cancel any meetings by majority poll of the Planning Board members per RSA 676:1. No discussion.
· Jack Scarborough moved the motion, seconded by John Randlett. All in favor.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:


None
ADJOURNMENT:
· Neil McIver made a motion to adjourn; motion seconded by John Randlett at 7:18pm.  All in favor. 
PLEASE NOTE:
The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the Town Planner, Sharon Penney at: spenney@plymouth-nh.​org.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Vincent
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