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Town of Plymouth

Planning Board Public Hearing Meeting
Plymouth Town Hall

Plymouth, NH 03264
June 26, 2014
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mike Ahern (Chair), John Kelly, Paul Wilson, Jack Scarborough, Bill Bolton (Select Board Rep.), Bob Dragon (Alt.)  (John Randlett was excused).
OTHERS PRESENT:
Sharon Penney, Plymouth Town Planner
CALL TO ORDER:
Mike Ahern called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members was completed.
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:

           None

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
Public Hearing for Site Plan Review-PID 214-007 for construction of a modular, 55 student elementary charter school on 0.78 acres of a 38 acre located in the Agricultural zone. The applicant has received prior ZBA approval for a use allowed by special exception. 
· James Koren, the land owner spoke to the application. His plan is to allow an elementary charter school to use part of his land to put a modular unit for classrooms. They felt this would be a great location as it is in the Agricultural Zone and this is a nature based school. The school will be set back enough that it will not be visible from the road.
· Sharon Penney stated that the application is complete and that there is a larger version of the plan for the board to view in front of them on the table.

· Bob Dragon made a motion to accept the application as complete, seconded by Paul Wilson. All in favor.
· Dana Decosta spoke as the site work contractor company for the project. He was hired by James Koren to do the site work. The septic plan has been submitted to the NH Department of Environmental Services for approval. The well has to be put in and tested before NHDES will give him an approval for construction. Mr. Felice is looking to open the school in September, so Dana Decosta would like to keep the process moving. As long as this happens he if fairly confident he can make the September opening happen.
· Mike Ahern asked where the existing well is. 

· Dana Decosta stated this property has no existing well. There is a new well location on the septic design. There used to be a house on the lot that was torn down. Due to safety reasons they filled in the dug well that was there.
· Jack Scarborough asked why this could not be connected to Plymouth Water and Sewer.

· Sharon Penney stated it is within the boundaries, however, there is no existing PVWSD infrastructure in place in that area.

· John Kelly asked about how many students will be in the building and the roof pitch, due to the weight of snow. Who would repair this building if something was to happen.

· Mr. Felice stated there is capacity for 56 students and the roof is a 3 to 1 pitch which is adequate for snow.

· Dana Decosta explained that the modular classrooms are inspected and come with quite extensive paperwork regarding safety design requirements.

· Bob Dragon asked if this is a modular or manufactured home. Ground specifications are different for each.

· Dana Decosta stated this is actually a manufactured home/portable class room. These do not require a slab; they have a metal pan under them and can be put on gravel pad. He checked into this with the State and they said this was fine. 
· Bob Dragon said he had great safety concerns about the driveway entrance onto NH Route 25.

· Dana Decosta said the existing driveway meets the 500 foot line-of-sight permit requirement from NHDOT and that he would be cutting branches.

· Sharon Penney said that the applicant must obtain an amended driveway permit with the State for this change of use and all safety issues will be examined at that time.

· Bryan Felice said that they are required to provide 30 to 35 square feet of space for each child according to state specifications and their enrollment will provide slightly more. The anticipated size of the modular classroom will be 2000 to 2200 square feet.

· Paul Wilson asked about funding and Bryan Felice answered that the state sends $4450 per child on a school year basis. A federal grant is providing the bulk of startup costs for the charter school in addition to parent fundraising efforts. Forty-two children have signed up for enrollment to date. This is a fully public charter school not a private school.

Public Hearing Opened: Mike Ahern opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. Abutter Dwayne Besso spoke in favor of the school but he hoped there would be no adverse drainage impacts to his downhill property. Dana Decosta assured him that all BMPs (best management practices) would be used and that the area to be cleared at the site would be small.

   Charlotte Park spoke in favor of the school as her child is enrolled.

   Julie Bisson spoke in favor of the school as she is an outdoor educator.

    Neil McIver spoke in favor of the school from the audience as a private citizen.
Public Hearing Closed: Mike Ahern closed the public hearing at 7:09 p.m.
CORRESPONDENCE:

None
UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS:

· Sharon Penney asked for the NCC surveys returned as soon as possible as they are due. She noted she has copies if they lot theirs.
· Mike Ahern brought forward a motion. The chairman may add, change or cancel any meetings by majority poll of the Planning Board members per RSA 676:1. No discussion.
· Jack Scarborough moved the motion, seconded by John Randlett. All in favor.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:


None
ADJOURNMENT:
· Neil McIver made a motion to adjourn; motion seconded by John Randlett at 7:18pm.  All in favor. 
PLEASE NOTE:
The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the Town Planner, Sharon Penney at: spenney@plymouth-nh.​org.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Vincent
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