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Plymouth Town Hall
Plymouth, NH 03264

November 9, 2015

Members Present:	Mr. Mike Conklin Chairperson, Mr. Neil McIver, Mr. John Randlett and Mr. Mike Ahern 

Members Absent:	Mr. Bill Bolton

Others Present:	Mr. Paul Freitas

6:00 pm.     Mr. Mike Conklin called the meeting to order and Mr. John Randlett led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Approval of Minutes:

· Minutes of October 26, 2015  Work Session
· Mr. Randlett made a motion to approve the minutes; seconded by Mr. Neil McIver. All in favor.
· Minutes of October 26, 2015 Regular Meeting
· Mr. McIver made a motion to approve the minutes; seconded by Mr. Randlett. All in favor.
Announcements:
The following announcements were made:
· The Select Board will meet on the following dates:
· Budget Work Session -  Monday, November 16th, 2015 
· Regular meetings – 6:00PM:   Monday, November 23rd and December 14th, 2015
· Work review sessions prior to the regular meeting will start at 5:00PM

All of the above meetings will be held in the Town Hall, unless otherwise posted
· Weather observations for the month of October are available in the Town Hall.
· Citizens wishing to be listed on the Select Board’s Agenda should notify the Town Hall before 12:00 PM the Friday before the scheduled meeting.
· Town Offices will be closed Wednesday, November 11th, 2015 in observance of Veterans Day. There will be a ceremony in front of Town Hall starting at 10:30 AM. All are welcome to attend.
Chairman’s Comments:
· Mr. Conklin stated that the tax bills have gone out. The new tax rate is $24.44, which is up $.51 total. 

Appointments:
· Mr. Conklin read a request from Howard Burnham, for reappointment to the Zoning Board, retroactive from April, along with a letter of recommendation from Town Planner, Sharon Penney.
· Mr.  Mike Ahern made a motion; seconded by Mr. McIver to reappoint Howard Burnham to the Zoning Board. All in favor.

Updates and Recommendations:
· Senator Jeanie Forrester gave a Legislative update. 
· A balanced budget was passed in Concord. This means more funding for drug and alcohol programs.
· 75% more cash flow will be available through grant applications, to repair our infrastructure, particularly our roads and bridges.  
· The “Rainy Day” cushion for the State is going in the right direction.
·  The Governor has asked for a “Special Session” to address the drug and alcohol crisis. Funds are appropriated for prevention and treatment but addressing the supply and stopping it at the source is crucial also. Mr. Freitas inquired if the funding was based on population. It will be grant based. The Senator will find out if the Town and University could apply for grants separately.
·  The January session will include Medicaid expansion. The floor was open for questions or comments. Mr. McIver commended Senator Forrester on her work against drugs. Frank Cocchiarella commented that there is a labor shortage for skilled labor in this area. Manufacturing and trades should be encouraged. We need to encourage younger people to stay “in State”. Our state as a whole is getting older. 
· Mr. Conklin thanked the Senator for coming.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
· Grafton County Commissioner Martha Richards gave a County update.
· There is a Grafton County drug card available for reduced drug costs and she shared new brochures on Grafton County and what county government does.
· Life safety issues for the county nursing home were completed. She is very proud of the work that was done, and they will slowly build up the amount of residents. 
· The Department of Corrections receives revenue from Coos County for 100-120 female inmates. The facility is toured every two months. Tom Elliott is the new superintendent and made a very smooth transition. The facility was designed so a pod for expansion could be added. It would be attached to, but not part of the correctional facility. It was noted that a drug and alcohol treatment pod would be a great asset. 
· The County farm has been under the direction of Don Kimble for the past 26 years. He has renovated many of the buildings there. There are 60-70 cows which are milked and there are chickens that produce eggs. Both are sold to the nursing home and department of corrections. About 450 people are employed, and a vegetable stand is operated during the summer. Huge donations are given to food pantries and other organizations.
· Aging in the county is a concern. NH is one of the oldest aging states in the country. Younger people need to be recruited for jobs and to stay in state.
· She is an opponent of Northern Pass, and is working on the wind issue, and will continue to do so.
· Mental health care is poor and the need for personnel and treatment facilities needs to be addressed.
· The wood burning facility at the County home has been a huge success. An energy audit was performed and along with those recommendations, the energy consumption has decreased drastically.
· Mr. Conklin thanked the Commissioner for the update.

Correspondence:
· Letter from Plymouth Village Water & Sewer District (attached): Mr. Conklin gave a quick overview of the letter. PVW&SD is giving the Town the opportunity to partner with them for items such as quality of the roads and sidewalks, related to the proposed replacement of water and sewer lines on Main St. from Highland St. to Warren St. and Warren St. to Winter St. It was decided that the Board would write a letter to the Commissioners, so they can meet to discuss this matter. 

New/Other Business:
· Rebecca Labbe regarding entry way for 761 Texas Hill Rd. It was explained that a meeting with the Select Board was not needed at this time. Highway manager Joe Fagnant will advise what needs to be done on this property.

Committee Reports:
· Mr. Randlett was sick and could not attend the last School Board meeting.
· Mr. Conklin attended an Energy Commission meeting. 
· There was continued discussion on the street light update. Some of the crosswalks appear to be dark at night. It is possible that the lights could be angled incorrectly. This will be investigated further.
· Discussion also continued on the possible placement of a solar array near the solid waste treatment facility.

Public Comment:
· Kathy Lowe announced that the tentative BOS work session scheduled for November 16, 2015 will not take place.


	With no further discussion, Mr. Conklin asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Randlett made a motion, seconded by Mr. Ahern, to adjourn the meeting. All in favor. 

Adjourn: 7:06PM
		
Respectfully submitted,
Dawn Roach
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