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Members Present:
Patrice Scott (Chair), Howard Burnham (Vice Chair), Butch Cushing, Omer C. Ahern Jr. 

Others Present:

	Alternate Member: Tom McGlauflin

Call to Order and Roll Call:

· Patrice Scott opened the meeting at 7:00pm and took roll call of the members present. 

Minutes from October 7, 2014 and December 2, 2014:

· Howard Burnham made a motion to approve the minutes from Oct. 7, 2014; Butch Cushing seconded the motion. 4 in favor, 1 abstain. 
· Butch Cushing made a motion to approve the minutes from Dec. 2, 2014; Howard Burnham seconded the motion. 4 in favor, 1 abstain. 

Unfinished Business:

Application 212-024-0002 VAR 1-05-15: An application from Feet First represented by Paul Richelson on 13A Town West Rd in Plymouth, New Hampshire 03264. Mr. Richelson seeks a variance to increase the square footage of a pre-existing freestanding sign by 6 sq. ft. (2’ x 3’, double sided). Currently, there are 3 permitted freestanding signs on the property, 2 of which are reserved for single businesses and one a congregate of 3 separate businesses. Feet First is 1.86 acres, a condominium and resides in the ICD Zone. Relief for this application is requested from Article IV, Section 408.5 – Table of Uses in the Plymouth Zoning Ordinance. 
· Paul Richelson gave the board a copy of the original sign size, which was updated five years ago, to the Zoning Board. The other side of the copy has the other signs behind the original Feet First sign. It used to be attached to the former Plymouth Travel and the Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank posts.  He thanked the Zoning Board for agreeing to meet with him and discuss the 6 square foot sign, which he hopes will direct former and new clients to his business. On Jan. 2, 2014, he received a letter from Jim Gram, a representative of the Woodsville Guaranteed Savings Bank, who expressed the bank’s desire for Mr. Richelson to vacate the property, and so after searching other rental options, Paul Richelson chose a condo on 13A West Road. Although James Gram promised Paul Richelson to keep the Feet First sign on the bank’s post, the Woodsville Guaranteed Savings Bank removed and destroyed his sign because they didn’t want other signs on their post in case they decide to relocate. Since then, Paul Richelson customers have wondered whether he has relocated or closed, and so the approval of his sign would be most helpful and appreciated. 
· Patrice Scott asked when the Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank informed him of their decision. Paul Richelson stated that he received a phone call and/or email on September 14, 2014. In the message from the bank, they stated that they were going to remodel the signs. About 3 weeks later, he noticed that the sign was gone. He tried to contact the bank, but they did not return his calls. Until Annie Paquette from Paquette Signs contacted him and explained to him that he was instructed to remove the sign and destroy it. 
· Howard Burnham asked where the sign was located before it was removed. Paul Richelson explained that the original sign was posted where Plymouth Travel was located and then bought by the bank that left Paul Richelson with the impression that they were only going to remodel the signs. He points out that in the handout, near the original sign was the dentistry sign and includes two other signs. 
· Howard Burnham asked how many tenants near Paul Richelson do not have signage. Paul Richelson stated that he talked to Jack Harding, who told him that the dentist office spent $27,000 on their sign and they offered him $7,000 if he wanted to be on their sign, and he turned down their offer. After how Paul Richelson was treated by the bank, he doesn’t believe the Dentist would opt to take down their sign. After negotiating with a man named Bobby, he agreed to help Paul out and let him use his post for his sign. Annie Paquette assured him that the post could handle the sign. 
· Brian Murphy spoke on behalf of Paul Richelson and explained that he chose to pursue a different size for the sign and since he had to wait for Sanel’s permission and the project was delayed by about a month. 
· Patrice Scott stated that the original size is much larger than the current sign. However, Paul Richelson explains that what he wants is to replace his sign back in front of the bank’s sign, where it used to be, using two posts to hold his smaller sign. He tried to get the smallest sign because he doesn’t want to make a large deal out of this, but he does want a sign to show his customers that he is still open. Patrice Scott thought it was a creative solution that Hunderlut Studio devised where they have a sign on their roof and wonders if Paul Richelson could do the same. However, Paul Richelson cannot do the same because most of his customers are from out of town and so there is no visibility when turning. He needs a sign placed before his business, so people know when to turn. 
· Patrice Scott and the members discussed the dimensions of the original sign. Paul Richelson believes the original sign was 10’ x 2.5’. The sign is needed for location rather than advertisement and neighboring business agreed to assist him and do not object. The new dimensions only increase the overall footage of the sign by 6 sq ft per side. Howard Burnham thinks it is a hard driveway to see without signs. 
·  Patrice Scott went over the criteria. Approving the Variance would/would not go against the public interest? The Zoning Board believes that it would not be contrary to the public interest because it is helping an existing clientele find a business. All in favor. Omer notes that it will help manage traffic in the future because it will help people find the business. He also believes that it is too bad that businesses have to undergo such a tedious project to get approval for a small sign. 
·  The spirit of the ordinance would/or would not be observed? All in favor. 
· Granting the Variance would do substantial justice/or wouldn’t do any justice? All in favor.
·  For the following reasons, the value of surrounding properties would/would not be diminished? All in favor. 
· Under the special conditions of the property that distinguish it from other properties in the area, denial of the variance would result in unnecessary hardship because there is/is not a fair relationship between  the general public purpose of the ordinance provision and the specific provision of the property and why that is? Partice Scott asked when the Master Sign Plan was passed. Brian Murphy stated probably between 2009 and 2011. Omer Ahern made a motion to approve the hardship; seconded by Howard Burnham. All in favor. 
· Howard Burnham made a motion to approve the application; seconded by Omer Ahern, Jr. All in favor. 
· Application 212-046-002 Administrative Appeal 09-02-14: The applicant Riverside Landing LLC through his agent, Mark Puffer Esquire requests a continuation of this appeal to a date certain (11-4-14) by correspondence received 10-01-14. The public notice and abutter notification for this appeal was accomplished per RSA 676:7. 
· Howard Burnham made a motion to postpone the application; Butch Cushing seconded the motion. 4 in favor, 1 abstain. 


New Business:
· Omer explains that he thinks he should recuse himself, but he is involved in active litigation and represents a client with a pending problem at the Grafton County Court, where he represents one of the defendants. To him, as an attorney, his role would be inappropriate. All approve. 

Communications and Other Business: 
 None 


Adjournment:
· Howard Burnham made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Omer C. Ahern, Jr. All in favor.
· Patrice Scott adjourned the meeting at 7:38pm. 


Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Vincent
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