
[image: ]TOWN OF PLYMOUTH
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLYMOUTH TOWN HALL
PLYMOUTH, NH  03264

September 1, 2015





 FINAL (Approved 11-3-15)
Members Present:									
Patrice Scott (Chair), Butch Cushing, Freeman Plummer, Omer C. Ahern Jr., - Howard Burnham (Vice Chair), absent
Others Present:
	Sharon Penney, Town Planner

Call to Order and Roll Call:

· Patrice Scott opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and took roll call of the members present. 

Public Hearing opened:

Application 110-029 Special Exception: A request from Michael Currier as agent for Skateboard Park of Plymouth for a special exception to locate a freestanding sign on PID 110-029 on a private road east of US Route 3, off Railroad Square. Relief is requested from Article IV, Section 408.5 of the Plymouth Zoning Ordinance. The property is located in the Village Commercial Zone.
· Mr. Mike Currier spoke to the Board regarding the sign. He noted that the Skateboard Park is tucked back and would like a sign for people to realize where it is located. The sign will be a 4’x6’, 2-sided sign. It will contain a welcome message on one side and a thank you on the other as they leave. The sign will be tucked back off the road behind the stop sign as to not interfere with the stop sign being seen.
· Mr. Freeman Plummer noted what a great job they have done to clean the area up and how nice it looks. 
· Mr. Mike Currier noted that they would like to eventually put wood chips were the graffiti park is located. The graffiti and skate park have attracted a lot of people from out of state and is unique to Plymouth.
· Mrs. Patrice Scott mentioned her concern about having the Town seal on the sign. She thinks this is a wonderful idea, however, believes they would have to get approval from the Select Board to be able to put the seal on the sign. She also asked if they have any problems with inappropriate graffiti. 
· Mr. Mike Currier noted that he has talked with the people he sees at the Skate Park regularly and asked them to paint over any inappropriate things they may find.
· Mrs. Patrice Scott asked if they have had any issues regarding the environmentally sensitive zone.
· Mr. Mike Currier stated they are quite a ways from the river and the sign will be near the road. 
· Mr. Butch Cushing stated what a great job they have done and that he is very confident in the proper placing of the sign.
Public Comment: 
· A near neighbor of the project stated she is in favor of this and that they have done a great job. 

Public Hearing closed:
· Mr. Omer C. Ahern Jr. disclosed that he donated his legal services to draw up the paperwork for the LLC and bylaws for the organization when the Skate Park first started the project. He stated he has no financial interest in the Skate Park organization, however, noted that this is good for the community.
	Application Criteria: 
· The proposed use shall be only those allowed in this ordinance by special exception. True.  Unanimous.
· The specific site is in an appropriate location and of adequate size for the use. True. Unanimous.
· The use as developed will not adversely affect the character of the area in which the proposed use will be located. True. Unanimous. (These parks have actually enhanced the area.)
· There will be no nuisance or serious hazards to vehicles or pedestrians. True.  Unanimous. (Placement will not obscure existing stop sign.)
· The use will not place excessive or undue burden on town services and facilities. True.  Unanimous.
· There would be no significant effect resulting from such use on the public safety and general welfare of the neighborhood in which the use would be located. True. Unanimous. (Will enhance visibility of Skate Park and reduce traffic hazards.)
· Mr. Butch Cushing made a motion to approve the application; seconded by Mr. Omer C. Ahern Jr. All in favor. Special Exception is granted.

Public Hearing opened:
		
Application 110-040 Special Exception: A request from Ladders Thrift Store through its agent Sue Jehl for a special exception to locate a freestanding                    sign on PID 110-040 off South Main Street. Relief is requested from Article IV, Section 408.4 of the Plymouth Zoning ordinance. The property is located in the Village Commercial Zone. 
· Ms. Sue Jehl first wanted to apologize for erecting the sign without understanding the rule. She had the Board view a picture of the sign on her phone as she could not figure out how to print this from her phone. She noted this is a handmade sign and a vintage ladder was used for the sign as well. The commander of the post for the American Legion and VFW is present as well as the thrift shop is located in their building. 
· Mrs. Patrice Scott asked the gentleman his name. 
· The commander for the American Legion and the VFW introduced himself as Geoffrey Gaudet. He noted that Ladders is a not for profit organization and feels that Ladders is good for the public. He asked that the Board allow the sign that had been placed as they are requesting.  
· Ms. Sue Jehl made the Board aware that they have been doing several renovations to the building. One of the changes was to put a more visible sign up for traffic on Main Street as the original sign was very small and faded and created dangerous traffic issues. They wanted to create a sign that stayed in line with the architecture and age of the building. She mistakenly put the sign up, so is looking for forgiveness and permission to have this sign remain.
· Mrs. Patrice Scott stated she likes the sign on the building.
· Ms. Sue Jehl stated that they put vinyl siding on the building and that this location is a temporary fix. They would like to remount the Ladders sign on the original post. They also plan on putting the American Legion wooden sign back up on the street side of the building. The sign has been repainted and they would like to put it back in its original place in the front.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Patrice Scott noted that she has seen a lot of signs on the lot, including a sandwich sign and a sign attached to the flag pole advertising volleyball.
· Mr. Geoffrey Gaudet explained the sandwich sign to the Board. He stated that a lady from the White River Junction VA comes to the American Legion on Mondays to provide veteran services. She is available to the Veterans in the area for anyone that would like to know about their benefits. The sandwich board is placed for Veterans to know when she is there. They put this sign out on Fridays for everyone to know about regarding Monday appointment hours. 
· Mrs. Patrice Scott explained to them that per the Zoning Ordinance they are only allowed one free standing sign per lot. The request as such would be a second free standing sign which is not allowed per the Zoning Ordinance. She explained they can put more than one sign on one set of sign post supports.  She noted it probably would not help them to put it on the freestanding American Legion sign metal pole.
· Ms. Sue Jehl noted that the pre-existing plastic and metal sign is quite old and faded and positioned on the side of the building, so is not seen very well by the public.
· Ms. Sharon Penney asked if they have any idea how old that freestanding sign might be.
· Mr. Geoffrey Gaudet ventured a guess as the sign being put there between the late 60’s early 70’s.
· Ms. Sharon Penney noted that she believes this sign is grandfathered. If they take this sign down they lose that privilege of having this sign in the future. She noted that the wall sign and the projecting sign are fine. It is the abundance of other signage that is the issue.
· Mr. Geoffrey Gaudet stated that they are willing to remove their American Legion freestanding sign from the pole so there will be only one freestanding sign on the lot when Ladders Thrift Store puts up theirs. Both Mr. Geoffrey Gaudet and Ms. Sue Jehl agree to remove this sign. Mr. Gaudet had some confusion about the sandwich sign.
· Ms. Sharon Penney explained that they just need to speak with Mr. Brian Murphy regarding the sandwich sign and any temporary signs as well.
Public Hearing closed:

Application Criteria: 
· The proposed use shall be only those allowed in this ordinance by special exception. True.  Unanimous.
· The specific site is in an appropriate location and of adequate size for the use. True. Unanimous.
· The use as developed will not adversely affect the character in the area in which the proposed use will be located. True. Unanimous. (Vintage sign will be removed, existing pole remains.)
· There will be no nuisance or serious hazards to vehicles or pedestrians. True.  Unanimous. 
· The use will not place excessive or undue burden on town services and facilities. True.  Unanimous.
· There would be no significant effect resulting from such use on the public safety and general welfare of the neighborhood in which the use would be located. True. Unanimous. 
· Mr. Omer C. Ahern Jr. made a motion to approve the application; seconded by Mr. Freeman Plummer. All in favor. Special Exception is granted.
· Ms. Sharon Penney reiterated the Ms. Sue Jehl to make sure she speaks with Mr. Brian Murphy regarding all signs.

Unfinished and Other Business:
	
			Minutes from 6/2/15:
· Mr. Omer C. Ahern Jr. noted some corrections. Page two, the eleventh line of the first bullet, remove the word “where”. The second bullet on page two, first word change to “there will be”. The next to the last bullet on page two a coma after “however if they leave”. Page three, comas throughout bullet number seven. The word easement missing from the end of this same sentence. 
· Mr. Omer C. Ahern made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, seconded by Freeman Plummer. All in favor to approve.

New Business:
	None

Adjournment:
· Mr. Freeman Plummer made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Butch Cushing. All in favor.
· Mrs. Scott adjourned the meeting at 8:02pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Vincent 
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