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Planning Board Meeting
Plymouth Town Hall
		Plymouth, NH 03264

March 17, 2016
 
FINAL – Approved 4-7-16                               

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Steve Rhodes (Chair),), Rebecca Hanson,Vice-Chair), Bill Bolton (Selectman’s Rep.), Bryan Dutille, Andy McDonald, Eugene Thurston 
	
OTHERS PRESENT:	Sharon Penney, Town Planner 

ABSENT/EXCUSED:	John Kelly (Non-recording Secretary, Steve Whitman (Alternate)

CALL TO ORDER:	Steve Rhodes called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members was completed. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	None

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
a. SITE PLAN REVIEW PID 216-025 (Expansion of Use for a commercial property): Alan Barnard, LLS, agent for Richard Humphrey, requests approval for a site plan review of an  office structure measuring 494 SF attached to an existing business structure at 172 Mayhew Turnpike. The applicant has also requested waivers from application specifics which are enumerated in the application narrative.
· Alan Barnard spoke in regards to the project. The property owner, Richard Humphrey submitted a building permit application for an 18x24 addition. Due to the square footage amount of the addition, he received a letter from Brian Murphy stating he needs to go through the Planning Board for a Site Plan Review. They tried to come before the Board in February, however; due to time constraints that was not able to happen. The addition is for additional office space. No additional parking or septic is required for this project. 
· They are looking for several waivers as this building is already in existence. They have gone through the checklist and the building and property already conforms to all regulations. All structures are noted on the plans. There is a concrete pad for the dumpster and will have a fence enclosing the area. There has been discussion between Richard Humphrey and abutter Mr. Puffer regarding structures over the property line to be relocated elsewhere. Mr. Barnard also supplied a Google Earth map to show the property and the surrounding property structures. He noted some of the pavement was torn up during this process, so they will be repaving. All set backs are in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance. 
· Bill Bolton made a motion to accept the application as complete, seconded by Rebecca Hanson. All in favor. 
· Rebecca Hanson made a motion to accept the waivers, seconded by Eugene Thurston. All in favor.
Public Hearing Opened
· Steve Rhodes opened the public hearing at 6:43pm. 
· Frank Miller spoke in favor of the project.
· Britta and Brad Puffer spoke in favor of the project and feels this is a great idea.
Public Hearing Closed
· Steve Rhodes closed the public hearing at 7:00pm.
· Sharon Penney noted the site plan regulations regarding the 100 SF maximum size which is why Mr. Humphrey had to come to the Planning Board.
· Richard Humphrey asked Brian Murphy at the time of the application if he needed a site plan review. Mr. Murphy told him no as he was not sure at the time. He also mentioned possibly changing the wording on the building permit application in the section noting set-backs. He feels it is a little vague. His concern is any structure in the set-back area, so why can’t he sell cars in this area. 
· Sharon Penney noted that as long as the cars stay in the area they are supposed to be in the front property setback (15 feet) they will be allowed. She just asked him to be cautious as to not impede traffic site distance to Route 3A with the displayed vehicles. 
· Alan Barnard stated that Richard Humphrey’s concern is he has been selling cars in this area since 2001 and does not feel this should come in to play for the Site Plan Review. He also noted that the set-back wording in each town is different so it makes it confusing. He noted that the cars do not impede the view of traffic. 
· Britta Puffer spoke up and noted she does not how any of this works; however, wanted to make sure she is within the correct set-back for her business as she is in the single family residential zone.
· Sharon Penney noted that the set-backs and regulations are different for commercial verses single family residential. She stated that Ms. Puffer is not doing anything new, so they would not have to come to the Board. 
· Bill Bolton asked for more information on the car sales and how they park them.
· Richard Humphrey noted there are not usually any more than 3 or 4 cars for sale at a time. There are none in the area at this time. They park them at an angle in the designated area. The Board looked at the plans and a discussion ensued for a few minutes. 
· Steve Rhodes asked Sharon Penney what the difference is between the parking area and display area according to the ordinance.
· Sharon Penney stated that the ordinance does not differentiate. This is a grey area. However, cars “displayed” close to a highway should be in compliance with the minimum “parking” setback from a property line for safety sake. This parcel’s front property line abuts a state highway.
· Steve Rhodes asked if this is noted in the ordinance. 
· Sharon Penney noted it is not per se regarding “display parking”. She is just noting that this area is approaching the road ROW and to be cautious when placing cars in this area.  This is the planner’s prerogative to ask the applicant to comply as a cautionary effort regarding safety. 
· Rebecca Hanson noted as long as they are parking in the designated display area that they are fine. 
· Andy McDonald made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Bryan Dutille. All in favor.


NEW BUSINESS:
	Approval of March 3, 2016 minutes:
· Rebecca Hanson made a motion to accept the minutes as written, seconded by Bill Bolton. All in favor.
· Andy McDonald mentioned he is seeing a lot of crossover of the people attending in the different proposed focus groups. He asked if they should be involved in more than one group.
· Steve Rhodes noted they should as their purview would apply to several of the group meetings. He went over where things are for the Master Plan Survey process. Three of the group meetings have been set and one still has not been set regarding location. 
· Sharon Penney noted the following:
· April 27th, 2016-PSU from 3:00pm-5:00pm
· May 12th, 2016-Library 3:00pm-5:00pm
· May 26th-Undetermined. There was a conflict with the Library availability, will look into other venues. 
· June 2, 2016-Library
· A discussion in sued regarding the time of the meetings. There seemed to be some confusion on the time slot. The Board discussed the time again and decided to have the meetings from 6:30pm-8:30pm. They decided this would accommodate more people that the Board would like to attend, especially business owners. 
· Steve Rhodes stated that he would contact the Library regarding the time change and see if this time slot can be accommodated. He asked how the data entry of the surveys is progressing. He asked Sharon to connect with Josie on the percentage of surveys she has completed.
· Sharon Penney noted that Josie Girona, Intern is diligently working on inputting the information. She mentioned there was a lot of narrative to read through on the surveys and if anyone is available to help with inputting the information that would be great. Josie is inputting the information into survey monkey.
· Bill Bolton mentioned that he talked to Bruce Parsons regarding the student input. He thought it was a great idea to task the students living in Plymouth to complete the survey online. The students are all done completing the survey online.
· Sharon Penney and some of the Board members mentioned the positive feedback they are getting from people regarding the surveys. They are happy that they are able to voice their opinions and ideas. 

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS:
· Rebecca Hanson noted that as of the end of April she will no longer be a member of the Conservation Commission and will not be able to be a the representative for them. The Conservation Commission is looking for a representative to the Planning Board as well as other members. 
· Sharon Penney asked the Board members to be aware of which member’s appointments will be expiring and to work on making sure they are re-appointed. A letter to request a re-appointment is all that is needed. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
· Frank Miller commented on setbacks and right of ways. He noted that the point of setbacks is to control the use of land; however, right of ways they are not able to control. 

ADJOURNMENT:
· Andy McDonald made a motion to adjourn; motion seconded by Eugene Thurston. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:
The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the 
applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the Town Planner, Sharon Penney at: spenney@plymouth-nh.​org.


Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Vincent
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