
[image: ]              Town of Plymouth

Planning Board Public Hearing
Plymouth Town Hall
Plymouth, NH 03264
August 18, 2016
                       

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Steve Rhodes (Chair), Rebecca Hanson (Vice-Chair), Bill Bolton (Selectman’s Rep.), John Kelly, Eugene Thurston, Steve Whitman, Bryan Dutille 
	
OTHERS PRESENT:	Sharon Penney, Town Planner 

ABSENT/EXCUSED:	 


CALL TO ORDER:	Steve Rhodes called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members was completed. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	None

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:   
· August 4, 2016 minutes: 
· Brian Dutille made a motion to accept the minutes as written; seconded by Bill Bolton. All in favor. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
· Hydrology presentation by Rebecca Hanson: 
· Professor Mark Green from Plymouth State University and Rebecca Hanson presented classwork they conducted on town watersheds to compare town water sources to those untouched.  
· Mark Green stated that the university has good hydrologic measurements on Claybrook from New Hebron Road to Tenney Mountain. It is part of a state-wide project the university is part of. He monitored the height and electrical conductivity of the stream at both sites, finding that the stream gets a much larger water flow after a storm as Rebecca Hanson stated. Conductivity was also studied. She found that higher conductivity was correlated to increased road salt. 
· Sharon Penney inquired whether the decreased usage of salt due to the mild weather this past winter had any effect on the study’s findings.  
· Mark stated that water sources still remain salty because the salt from snow melt infiltrates the water systems. Salt is sitting on river banks because the rain has not washed it away. 
· John Kelly asked where the location of the unnamed water is. 
· Rebecca Hanson stated that it is at the corner of Batchelder and Merrill Street. 
· John Kelly inquired whether the stream runs water year-round. 
· Both Rebecca Hanson and Mark Green agree that it has been pretty low lately. 
· Bill Bolton inquired whether they have run other parameters other than conductivity on the stream. 
· Mark Green stated that they have not. The conductivity on Tenney Mountain is higher, but isn’t dangerously high. 
· John Kelly wonders if floods help decrease the salt content. 
· Mark Green said that floods dilute the conductivity because the rain water has higher mineral content which is good. 
· Steve Rhodes inquired whether beavers could cause a problem.
· Mark Green said that they could. 
· Eugene Thurston inquired if they know how it compares to other brooks in the state. 
· Mark Green stated that he think flood peaks are high and he assumes it is similar among other parts of the state. 
· John Kelly inquired whether creating a dam would help decrease the amount of flooding on Baker River. 
· Bill Bolton said that the state had some plans to do that, but they were never followed through with. 
· Steve Rhodes stated that run off doesn’t really impact solidity levels because salt is still going to run off into the local streams. 
· Steve Whitman said that we started the Green Snow Pro to exhibit to citizens how much snow they should use. He would like to share this information on the town website.  
· Mark Green said that once the salt is in the water, it is very difficult to get it out. The best solution at that point is dilution. 
· Steven Rhodes inquired what the differences between watersheds and aquifers are.  
· Mark Green said that in general the watershed is determined by the topography of the land. Aquifers are easier to map than watersheds.  
· Steve Rhodes stated that he went to a planning conference with John Kelly, where climate change and its impact on municipalities were discussed. Keene said that they are seeing more floods due to more storm events. 
· Mark Green said that he has seen this, but the pattern isn’t statistically significant enough. 
· Bill Bolton inquired whether Mr. Green consults with PRLAC in the testing of water. Will there be a recommendation to continue testing? 
· They have had a conversation with PRLAC, so there is not a plan on the table. 
· Bill Bolton asked if there is a cheap alternative.  
· Mr. Green said that the sensors are 600 dollars each. So it is expensive. They are hoping to use cheaper censoring systems with students. 
· Ms. Sharon Penney inquired to whether the Northern Pass information and pictures of pre-existing erosion, whether there is any monitoring of those sites 
· Bill Bolton stated that there is not.  
· Mr. Frank Miller is concerned that anyone going down Route 3, Crystal Springs will be impacted by the blasting and changes produced by Northern Pass. 
· Mr. Green said that he will add Crystal Spring as a future project as he sees that is an important local resource.  
· Mr. Steve Whitman said that going forward, he would like any data on local streams. If they are looking for another project, the elementary school and PSU campus have flash streams. Maybe it would be a good idea to collect data on the streams. After any changes are made, it is possible that data will show improvements. 
· John Kelly inquired  

 
	
UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS: 
· Zoning Definitions 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	None

ADJOURNMENT:
· Bryan Dutille made a motion to adjourn; motion seconded by Bill Bolton. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:
The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the 
applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the Town Planner, Sharon Penney at: spenney@plymouth-nh.​org.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jaseya Girona 
Plymouth Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
June 16, 2016
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