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Planning Board Meeting
Plymouth Town Hall
Plymouth, NH 03264

October 15, 2015
 
FINAL-Approved 12-3-15                               

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Steve Rhodes (Chair), John Kelly (Non-recording Secretary), Rebecca Hanson (ConCom Rep, Vice-Chair), Bill Bolton
				(Selectman’s Rep.), Brian Dutille, Steve Whitman (Alternate)
	
OTHERS PRESENT:	Brian Murphy, Code Enforcement Officer 

ABSENT/EXCUSED:	None

CALL TO ORDER:	Mr. Rhodes called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members was completed. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	None

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Site Plan Review PID 212-021 and 212-022 Kirk’s Automotive and Kirk’s Motorcycles (Expansion of Use) at 491/495 Tenney Mountain Highway:
· Mr. Bolton made a motion to accept the application as complete, seconded by Ms. Hanson. All in favor.
· Mr. Bolton asked if they need to discuss the issues brought to their attention by Cindy Prescott. The Board reviewed the information received from Mrs. Prescott as this was just received today.
· Mr. Bolton she has raised several concerns. He mentioned that they have discussed Kirk’s at a Select Board work session. He noted how they have moved vehicles to more unnoticeable areas. He noted that they are mandated by the state that if the Town or State Police bring a vehicle to their site that it will remain there until cleared by them. He noted that screening would probably not work either as it would have to be pretty tall to do anything and this would impede on other businesses.
· Mr. Kelly was curious on PREP Contractors fencing. He was wandering whether this was required or how they came about putting up the fence. They had several roofing materials and the fence has improved the view considerably. He feels that if one is required to have a fence then it only seems fair for this person to be required to have one as well.
· Mr. George Kirk, the property owner, spoke in regards to the application. He stated that Dennis Prescott was well aware of what his business was when he bought the property. The business has not changed and he is doing what he told them he would be doing. 

· He stated the rules have changed with the State of NH. In the past they could get rid of cars within 30 days. Now vehicles could sit for months due to them waiting for the proper paperwork. They are trying to comply with the laws; however, the state paperwork is creating the back log. He noted that he is not been the best housekeeper, however due to the backlog and being short staffed he is doing his best the clean things up. He stated Brian has helped them a lot and they have made serious strides on cleaning things up on the property. They have another lot that they store vehicles; however, they can only put the junk vehicles as they cannot secure the area and valuable property has been damaged in the past.
· Mr. Rhodes asked if there are any vehicles that are considered junk that could be removed.
· Mr. Kirk stated at this point those types of vehicles have been taken care of. He stated that he is a car dealer as well, so putting up a stockade fence along the front would kill his business. They buy wrecked vehicles fix them up and sell them, however, it takes time to get the parts required to do this. He noted that he is trying to be a good neighbor and apologized that they are upset with him. He noted that Mrs. Prescott complained about a trailer between them and that she could not see out the window. Being a good neighbor he moved the trailer, however, this opened it up for Ms. Prescott to see the back yard. He stated that this is when this whole problem started. His business will never change, vehicle accidents happen and they clean them up. He has been doing this at this location for about 10 years. It is not a pleasant business but this is what his business does.  
· Mr. Bolton noted it sounds like a fence would be counter-productive for this business. 
· Ms. Hanson wanted to clarify that this application is for additional parking spaces to make the property compliant. She noted a lot of other ideas bouncing around, however, the application is to make the parking compliant. 
· Mr. Kelly feels the issues interlocks with each other. If they allow extra parking spaces what is the assurance it will not become an unsightly eyesore again.
· Mr. Kirk is looking to use more of the square footage he has. The previous plans do not utilize the space he has. 
· Mr. Whitman noted that maybe the Board should look into having them put screening between the two businesses in the back of Mr. Kirk’s property. He thought maybe this could be part of the application approval process.
· Mr. Kirk is not opposed putting up a fence or screen between the two business towards the back of his property.
· Mr. Murphy noted there is a 10 foot elevation difference all along the back from Mr. Kirk’s property. 
· Mr. Kelly asked if they need a permit for a junk yard and if they are in compliance. 
· Mr. Kirk stated they do and that they are in compliance. He stated they have a meeting with them next week. He stated that most of his fleet alone take up the parking spaces that are allotted. 
· Mr. Rhodes noted that they are dealing with two separate issues. The parking issue as well as the space between the two property owners. 
Public Hearing opened:
· Mr. Rhodes opened the public hearing at 6:53pm. 
· Mr. Dennis Prescott spoke in regards to the application. He stated he is not necessarily in opposition; however is not in favor either. He stated that the parking is not their issue. The issue is the junk in the back of the property. There are not just vehicles. There are tires, tanks, motors, parts, equipment etc. He stated that this is at a Town level not the state. He noted that Mr. Kirk needs a special exception from the Board to be able to run a junk yard. He knows he has several parts to his business; however, this is the one part of the business that is the problem. He stated that this junk is affecting their business and the view outside their office window. They took pictures of the property today. There is still junk everywhere as well as double and triple parking. His suggestion to the Board is to walk the property to get a clear view of the problem and if they do approve the parking give specific footage to do so. This would help in not obstructed the view of Mr. and Mrs. Prescott’s business. He feels they are not asking for much. They have asked for 2 years to clean up the back. They are just asked for the Town to do their job. 
· Mr. Rhodes clarified that the west side of the building is the main issue.
· Mr. Prescott stated that this is the main problem; however, because Mr. Kirk has not had more parking, his vendors are parking on the Prescott’s property and blocking their customers. Mr. Kirk has already taken up the parking spots to be approved. He noted there is no egress around the building. I hope there is not a fire because they would not be able to get in there. Yes, he has made gains; however, he is a busy guy and when he does his work clutter continues to collect and it is on their side of the building. They don’t need or really want a stockade fence as this will block their view. 
· Mr. Kirk noted that the delivery trucks have been asked to not park there. If they do they are only there for 10-15 minutes and there is space to drive around them. As far as the motors etc., he stated that those have all been removed. He stated they took a motor out of a bus and was moved into the building the following morning and the bus was removed. He noted that the tires have been moved to a trailer. There is a small pile left, he can put a fence around them; however, they are picked up once a week. He stated that Mr. Murphy has been out to see the progress of cleaning the area up. 
Public Hearing closed:
· Mr. Rhodes closed the public hearing at 7:02pm. He noted that it sounds like the stockade fence is not of interest for either party; they are just looking for a cleaner view. 
· Mr. Whitman verified that the west side is the narrowest part of the parking for the building. 
· Mr. Kirk stated that the only cars parked there now are employees. 
· Ms. Hanson brought up her concerns of water quality in that area. She also noted that they have a very specific definition of a junk yard in their Zoning Ordinance. 
· Mr. Rhodes asked Mr. Murphy if he had any input on the junk yard aspect. 
· Mr. Murphy stated this is not the subject on the table tonight. The junk yard subject is for the Select Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
· Mr. Kelly noted the two issues. The parking which is the Board’s decision and the junk yard which the Select Board and Code Enforcement will handle. This Board only needs to be concerned with the parking issue.
· Mr. Bolton stated that per the Select Board; Mr. Murphy has been working with Mr. Kirk to clean up the area.
· Mr. Kelly asked how the cleanup of the area can be enforced.  
· Mr. Whitman noted that Ms. Sharon Penney put this in her planner report. She stated that future Code Enforcement oversight would be required.
· Mr. Prescott stated his concern about the two trailers on the property. He would like to see them removed. He showed the Board the location of the trailers on the plans.
· Mr. Whitman stated he does not feel the Board can move forward as they do not know everything that is going on with the property. 
· Mr. Murphy noted that this Board can only look at the parking and screening issues. He does not feel they can do anything about the other issues. This is for separate entities to deal with. They decided to rectify the change of use issue and all other issues are ongoing and being handled.
· Mr. Prescott suggested they continue the meeting and make a site visit.
· Mr. Kelly asked if they would be able to cut the trees out back and store the vehicle out in that area that are waiting to be picked up. 
· Mr. Prescott stated he does not own any of that area, the slope and wooded area is on the storage area property.
· Mr. Bolton suggested planting some trees between the properties.
· Mr. Kelly also made the suggestion of a site walk.
· Mr. Bolton asked if there are any problems for Mr. Kirk by delaying this process until the next meeting.
· Mr. Murphy mentioned if three or more Board members do the site visit that this has to be posted as a public meeting.
· Mr. Whitman made a motion to continue this application pending a site visit prior to the November 5, 2015 work session, seconded by Mr. Dutille. All in favor.
Site Plan Review PID 214-009 Spirals Caf’e (at Ninth State Building) at #31-1 NH Route 25, (Change of Use):
· Mr. Bolton made a motion to accept the application as complete, seconded by Mr. Kelly. All in favor.
· Ms. Lisa Adams spoke to the application. She stated that she would like to open a coffee shop with sandwiches in the front of Christian Jabowski’s building. They will need to put in a 3- bay sink and hand washing sink per the state. There will not be any cooking, just making of sandwiches. 
· Mr. Kelly asked if she has all permit and license applications in place.
· Ms. Adams stated she has them in; however did not realize she needed to complete the building permit application process first. The food and beverage inspector is aware of this project.
· Mr. Bolton asked if there is any connection between the businesses.
· Ms. Adams stated they will have their own entrance/exit areas.
· Mr. Whitman asked about signage.
· Mr. Jabowski stated that the Café will have part of the menu board sign and her own sign at her entrance on the building. 
· Mr. Rhodes asked about the hours of operation.
· Ms. Adams is not quite sure yet; however stated like mid-afternoon to early evening.
· Mr. Kelly asked about the Café’s exact location.
· Mr. Jabowski stated where Plymouth Chiropractic used to be. 
Public Hearing opened:
· Mr. Rhodes opened the public hearing at 7:26pm.
· Mr. Jabowski stated they are excited to have Lisa there and their neighbors they have spoken to feel the same. He feels it will be a nice addition to the area.
Public Hearing closed:
· Mr. Rhodes closed the public hearing at 7:27pm.
· Mr. Bolton made a motion to accept the application, seconded by John Kelly. All in favor.

CORRESPONDENCE: 
· Ms. Penney left a note regarding the North Country Council transportation shared resources meeting October 28, 2015.

NEW BUSINESS:
            None

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS: 
	None

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	None

ADJOURNMENT:
· Ms. Hanson made a motion to adjourn; motion seconded by Mr. Kelly. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:28p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:
The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the Town Planner, Sharon Penney at: spenney@plymouth-nh.​org.


Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Vincent
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