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Planning Board Meeting
Plymouth Town Hall
Plymouth, NH 03264

November 5, 2015
 
FINAL - Approved  1-12-16                               

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Steve Rhodes (Chair), John Kelly (Non-recording Secretary), Rebecca Hanson (ConCom Rep, Vice-Chair), Bill Bolton
				(Selectman’s Rep.), Bryan Dutille, Andy McDonald
	
OTHERS PRESENT:	Sharon Penney, Town Planner 

ABSENT/EXCUSED:	Steve Whitman

CALL TO ORDER:	Mr. Rhodes called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members was completed. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	None

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Approval of August 6th and August 20th, 2015 minutes:
· Bill Bolton made a motion to accept the August 6th, 2015 minutes as written, seconded by John Kelly. All in favor.
· Rebecca Hanson made a motion to accept the August 20th, 2015 minutes as written, seconded by Bill Bolton. All in favor.

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS: 
CONTINUATION TO A DATE CERTAIN - Site Plan Review PID 212-021 and  212-022 George Kirk, Tenney Mountain Highway:
· Steve Rhodes stated that this application was submitted to bring Kirk’s property into compliance. The Board made a site visit today to the property. The Board took a good look around the property and George Kirk explained what he has been doing to clean up and consolidate storage issues on the property in addition to recent waste handling BMP meetings with NHDES. 
· John Kelly asked if anyone on the Board has actually seen all the certificates to make sure he is in compliance. He is still concerned about the junk yard aspect. His second question is that he wants to know if the front area has been designated for customer parking. His third question is if there is any particular square footage that businesses need to have out on Tenney Mountain Highway.
· Sharon Penney noted that she has viewed compliance certificates for Kirk’s and he has been commended by NHDES. There are no striped or otherwise designated areas for specific parking uses; however; the amount of parking spaces have been approved for this business per zoning requirements. The square footage is for the lot, not the business. Parking spaces have a formula and he does have parking spaces for the larger vehicles which he must park where the vehicle will fit. Each business has their own needs when it comes to parking. She stated that Kirk’s has more parking spots than he needs, so he has wiggle room to park the bigger rigs.
· John Kelly stated his concern is the appearance of George Kirk’s business and that this reflects on the Town of Plymouth.
· Steve Rhodes interjected and stated that appearance of a business or residence falls under the jurisdiction of the Code Enforcement Officer. The Planning Board does not have any authority to interject due to the appearance of a property. There are very specific guidelines for the Code Enforcement Office and the Select Board to follow to handle this type of situation.
· Rebecca Hanson suggested that they approach this problem by addressing this during the Master Plan discussions. She feels they should address this in the Master Plan so that moving forward this will be addressed better for the future of the Town of Plymouth.
· John Kelly feels the Board does not have all of the information they need to be prepared for these types of situations.
· Steve Rhodes asked for Bill Bolton’s take on this situation as a Select Board member.
· Bill Bolton noted that there is trained staff to do the research and to bring this information back to the board members. They also have their zoning ordinance to help them with these situations.
· Sharon Penney noted that neither the Planning Board nor the Select Board cannot mandate design standards unless they have been very specifically listed in the site plan regulations or in the zoning ordinance. Kirk’s building is old and yes it needs to be neat and not cause non-point pollution; however you cannot ask for specific building design details without the authority to do so. 
· Bill Bolton agrees with Sharon Penney that the Board can only ask for certain things. He noted that these are volunteer boards and most people that join them are looking to improve or keep up the view of the town. 
· Rebecca Hanson noted she feels it is a matter of opinion or taste. Other people might find a different business distasteful. 
Public Hearing Re-opened:
· Steve Rhodes re-opened the public hearing at 6:50 p.m. The public hearing tonight is a continuation from a prior public hearing in October.         
· Dennis Prescott stated his concerns. They are concerned that the property will start to look like a junkyard again within a few weeks or months. He does admit George has done a good job of cleaning up the property. All he is asking is to stay 35 feet away from their property boundary. He would like emergency vehicles to be able to get through to their property. He is also asking that there is no outside storage of tires, gas tanks, motors, vehicle rear ends, etc. He is asking for the Board to consider their suggestions and enforce this now and in the future. He noted that the Board members parked on their property as George’s parking spots were full already.
Public Hearing closed:
· Steve Rhodes closed the public hearing at 6:56pm.
· Steve Rhodes asked Sharon Penney if she is privy to any conversations between George Kirk and the Fire Chief.
· Sharon Penney stated she is not and the Board would need to speak with Chief Clogston directly.
· Bill Bolton is afraid they would be over stepping Code Enforcement. 
· Dennis Prescott stated he is just asking George to park employee, customer vehicles and registered vehicles on their abutting property side and all the junk vehicles on the other side. He would like to see this noted as part of the approval process so that Code Enforcement has something to reference in the future.
· Steve Rhodes and Sharon Penney stated they did not believe this is in their purview. This is a decision for the Select Board and Code Enforcement. Sharon Penney stated they would have to ask the Town’s attorney and she believes he will say this is out of the Planning Board’s purview.
· Rebecca Hanson stated if the Fire Code and the mandated parking spaces are not abided by or permits are not there then something would need to happen.
· Steve Rhodes noted hearsay from George that there had been discussion with the Fire Chief in that they would not be that close to the building on that side due to the contents. If a fire was to occur, they would be fighting the fire from the driveway. 
· Dennis Prescott reiterated his problems and concerns.
· Rebecca Hanson made a point of order and noted that the public hearing is closed to public comment. She feels the meeting should be run according to the rules.
· John Kelly noted that if there is no designation where specific types of vehicles can park then why was there such lengthy discussion on parking with past projects. 
· Bryan Dutille’s thinking is that having 35 additional spaces would give him room to make the property neater. 
· Sharon Penney noted that the original approved site plan had become obsolete over time and that George Kirk was asked to delineate parking spaces for all this extra equipment. This was to ascertain that he did have enough spaces to be compliant with the zoning required for the two buildings. She would think there is flexibility. This is the administrative relief for the violation. This is an existing business. The point of this is to satisfy the technical requirements for parking and administrative requirements to clean up the site. 
· John Kelly stated that the new parking spaces were never pointed out to them at the site walk. 
· Rebecca Hanson noted that they are essentially drawing invisible lines for parking spaces that are already being used as parking spaces.
· Sharon Penney stated that questions could have been asked at the site walk. This is just an expansion from the original approval.
· Bill Bolton stated they are just accommodating the business.
· Rebecca Hanson made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Bill Bolton. Steve Rhodes and Bryan Dutille in favor. John Kelly voted against and Andy McDonald did not vote. 
Master Plan - Crafting of the community survey and other master plan review continuation with Tara Bamford, NCC consultant planner:
· Tara Bamford noted to the Board that Bill Bolton, Mike Ahern and she met to make some changes to the survey that the Board requested. She stated that they tried to see what to remove/keep for the online and paper survey. They want to be able to target all people in the community as to have some comparisons. She feels they should go through question by question as they did not have the chance to view the changes. The following are changes made:
· #1-4 pretty much stayed the same.
· #5 is different. She was looking for help on talking about the sections of town. She asked for an approval on this question. Rebecca Hanson asked if they could put a map in for people to understand what areas they are referring to. They are not sure where they can fit this in the survey. The Board feels they should group these types of questions together and have a half page map to help them.
· #7 was the most difficult question. She wrote up an option of A or B. She noted that aquifers should be noted in option A; however; there was an oversight and why this is missing. Steve Rhodes noted that he feels option B is more neutral than option A. Tara Bamford feels there is a down side with choosing option B. She feels if they choose option B that they need to add wetlands and maybe another question regarding storm water. Bill Bolton feels there should be a scenic consideration for towns. Tara Bamford feels allowing building; however; with restrictions. They would like to work parts of A into B.
· #9 is a new question. This is a generalized question for tourism and economic development. John Kelly asked for clarification of “industrial”. Tara Bamford does not feel this will be helpful or they need to change the wording.
· #10 & 11 are the same. Rebecca asked if they could cross out “d” and add “not ever” to #10 to make it consistent with the others.
· #12-14 pretty much stayed the same.
·  #15 they will be moving and putting with the map.
· #16-21 pretty much stayed the same.
· #22 & 23 there was some discussion of having some multiple choices on these questions. The discussion was to go back to having an open ended question.
· John Kelly stated he would like to see “single family home” noted on #16&17. He asked if there is a question about capping off campus student housing. She stated that #18 asks if there are concerns about this. 
· Tara Bamford stated that she feels the highlighted/bracket area of #23 would need more of an explanation if they were to put it in the survey. The Board does not feel it is necessary. Rebecca Hanson would just like the wording to be consistent. She asked what date they would be sending these surveys in the mail. Tara Bamford stated the date has yet to be determined.
· #24 is completely new and different. She asked the Board to read through this one carefully and think about this question. The Board seemed to be fine with this question. 
· #25 is new and different as well. She asked the Board to read through this one carefully and think about this question too. The Board suggested that they pick just one on this question.
· Tara Bamford asked the Board to read through the final three questions. They seem to be fine with these questions. She asked them if they feel they picked the right questions for the online survey. The Board seems to want to have the two surveys identical. Their idea is to send one survey to each residence from the voter checklist with their choice to photocopy this for others in the household or to go online. She has never seen a problem with doing surveys in this manner. They would have to self-report on who they are. Steve Rhodes asked if they would have a self-addressed stamped envelope. Sharon Penney stated they need to pin this down and she will look into a bulk mailing permit. Bryan Dutille asked if they could put these at the election location. The Board noted they did talk about having them out at the Town Hall for people to grab a copy. Andy McDonald asked if there would be a cover letter.
· Rebecca Hanson made a motion to have one survey for both the mailer and                                                                                           online, seconded by John Kelly. All in favor   
· Tara Bamford would like the Board to review the survey one more time. The Board would like to have all the changes made first. She will come back to the Board on December 3, 2015 for the final review and approval. The other concern is the map, so that is something for the Board to think about and incorporate in the survey.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	None

ADJOURNMENT:
· Bill Bolton made a motion to adjourn; motion seconded by John Kelly. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:18p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:
The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the Town Planner, Sharon Penney at: spenney@plymouth-nh.​org.


Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Vincent
Plymouth Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
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